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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, BM 

SUBJECT: GUB REQUEST FOR EMBASSY OFFICER S TESTIMONY 
AT FORTHCOMING COUP TRIAL 

REF: RANGOON 3087 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT CONCURS IN THE AMBASSADOR'S POSITION 
THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR AN EMBASSY OFFICER TO 
EITHER TESTIFY OR GIVE A DEPOSITION AT THE SUBJECT TRIAL. 
UNDER ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE OFFICER IN QUES- 
TION ENJOYS IMMUNITY FROM JURISDICTION OF THE HOST 
COUNTRY'S COURTS, AND IS UNDER NO LEGAL OBLIGATION TO 
TESTIFY OR ENTER A DEPOSITION. 

2. FYI: IN THE PAST, WE HAVE OCCASIONALLY AUTHORIZED 
DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL TO TESTIFY IN FOREIGN CRIMINAL 
COURT CASES. THE POLITICAL NATURE OF THE TRIAL IN QUES- 
TION WOULD, HOWEVER, PRECLUDE ANY WAIVER OF IMMUNITY IN 
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THIS CASE. END FYI. KISSINGER 
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